
Library Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:30am - 7pm, Sat. 9:30am - 4pm, Sun. Closed 
The Library will be CLOSED on Monday, May 31. 

Newsletter and Program Guide of the Mount Laurel Library Vol 30, Issue 5 May 2021 

mountlaurellibrary.org 

Hybrid Writing Series 
Wednesday, May 5, 12, 19, 26   
6PM 
Wednesday, June 2, 9   
6PM 
 
Hybrid writing is defined by a combination  
and crossing many different genres to create 
something fresh and highly personal.  
Join Evan Femino, an MFA in Creative Writing 
candidate, for a seven-week course in which  
students will learn about different types of  
writing and develop their own skills. Each week  
he will be investigating a different genre.  
Half of each two-hour class will consist of  
discussion of examples in that week's genre.  
In the second half, attendees will write short  
pieces from prompts. Separate registration  
required for each event. A link will be provided 
the day before class. Note that the sessions 
have been compartmentalized, so you may  
attend only the weeks that focus on topics  
that interest you.  
 

We are excited for        
the building to be 
open again with  
guidelines in place to 
ensure the safety of 
the Library staff and 
the public: 

 

Extended hours 
starting May 3 
On Monday May 3 our 
open hours will be        
expanded to: 
 

Monday – Friday 9:30 AM to 7 PM  
Saturday 9:30 AM to 4 PM 
 

 Contactless curbside pickup will       
continue to be available. 

 Safety protocols limit the building's           
capacity, so we are asking everyone 
to be mindful of their browsing time. 
Seating will be limited and social        
distancing is required. 

 Computer usage will be limited to             
1 hour per day per customer. Our    
ability to safely provide computer       
assistance will be limited. 

 Face masks (over the mouth AND 
nose) will be required for everyone. 

 Food and beverages will not be        
allowed inside the Library. 

 Safety protocols require that all      
returns be placed in the outside  
book drops.  

 No late fees will be charged during 
this time. 

 We are not accepting donations at 
this time. 
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Poetry Discussion: Rita Dove’s 
“Thomas and Beulah” 
Wednesday, May 19   
7PM 
Paul Howe leads a discussion about poems 
from the Pulitzer-prize-winning volume that 
tells the story of the marriage of Rita Dove's 
grandparents, first from the husband's point of 
view, then the wife's. Registration required. 
You will receive a zoom link before the event. 
Hosted by Paul Howe. 

 
 

 

Film Forum  
Events 
Join Paul Howe for a movie  
discussion. You can watch the 
film beforehand, on Hoopla or 
Kanopy, using your library 

card. Registration required. You will receive a link 
to the Zoom meeting a day prior.  
 

Chinatown 
Tuesday, May 11   
7PM 
This classic film from 1973 revisited and revised 
the private eye genre and remains the king of 
"neo-noir" films. It features an Oscar-winning 
screenplay, ingenious direction, and riveting  
performances from Faye Dunaway and  
Jack Nicholson.  
 

Ugetsu 
Sunday, May 23   
2PM 
Transposing many traditional Japanese arts 
(scroll painting, noh theater, ghost stories, and 
biwa lute music) to the modern medium of  
movies, master director Kenji Mizoguchi tells a 
tale of love and war that was one of the first films 
to alert western viewers of the world of riches of 
Japanese cinema.  

Mindful Meditation 
Thursday, May 13, 27  
12PM 
Join an experienced  
meditation instructor and 
achieve relaxation of your 
mind and body. This program 
will be conducted on Zoom. 
Registration required. You will 
receive a link to the meeting  
a day prior to the event. 
 
 

Beginners’  
Martial Arts 
Wednesday, May 5, 12, 19, 26   
2:30PM 
Harman Ransi, black belt in Goju-style karate, 
teaches an all-levels martial arts class focusing 
on dynamic stretching and drills, for teens,  
adults, and seniors. No prior experience  
required. This program will be conducted on 
Zoom. Registration required. You will receive  
a link to the meeting a day prior to the event. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Cooking with Stu:  
Avocados! 
Thursday, May 13   
7PM 
Join chef Stuart Beck for a new event in  
which you'll learn about an ingredient or meal  
and different ways of preparing it. This time:  
two recipes featuring avocados!  
Registration required. You'll receive a zoom link 
before the event. 
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Virtual Chair Yoga 
Thursday, May 6, 20  12PM 
Chair Yoga involves gentle yoga  

exercises that can be done while  
seated in or supported by a chair. This class will 
teach the basics guided breathing, simple  
physical stretches, and meditation. The yoga 
exercises are safe and accessible for all levels. 
This program will be conducted on Zoom.  
Registration required. You will receive a link to 
the meeting a day prior to the event. 
 
One-Day Clothes  
Closet Makeover 
Thursday, May 20  7PM 
If your closet is bursting  
at the seams, you won't want to 
miss this class! Join expert organizer and  
bestselling author Jamie Novak when she  
reveals the 7 steps to makeover your clothes 
closet in just one day. She'll also share the one 
thing your closet needs to stay clutter free--
forever! Registration required. You'll receive a 
Zoom link a day prior to the event. 

 

Outdoor Book Talk 
Saturday, May 22  1PM 
Join the Book Group to  
discuss the book "The  
Aviator's Wife" by Melanie  
Benjamin on the lawn  
behind the library.  
No registration required. 
 

Son of South Jersey’s Glory Days, 
Revisited 
Thursday, May 27   7PM 
By popular demand, Irv Slifkin continues his 
journey through the South Jersey of yesteryear. 
Stops include the Cow Tail Bar; the Cherry Hill 
Arena; nightclubs such as Someplace Else and 
Valentino’s; and such shore landmarks as 
Zaberer’s, Steel Pier and Brigantine Castle. 
Registration required. You will receive a Zoom 
link the day before. 

Aretha Arrives:  
The Classic Soul Years 
Monday, May 17  7PM 
She began as a gospel child prodigy and was 
later signed to a prestigious contract as a jazz 
and pop crooner. But Aretha Franklin truly came 
into her own in the late 60s when recording for 
Atlantic records. Learn about the Queen of  
Soul in this discussion, hosted by Paul Howe. 
Registration required. You will receive a zoom 
link before the event. 
 

Virtual Book Chat 
Wednesday, May 19th 7pm  
Please join us for a lively discussion of 
our latest book club pick When the  
Apricots Bloom by Gina Wilkinson.  
In this moving, suspenseful debut  
novel, three courageous women  
confront the complexities of trust, 
friendship, motherhood, and betrayal under  
the rule of a ruthless dictator and his brutal  
secret police.  
 
Please register. This book is available in the 
library, and in digital form from Hoopla, both in 
audiobook and ebook.  
 
 

A Heart Needs A Home:  
The Music of Richard 
Thompson 
Friday, May 28  7PM 

Explore the songs of veteran singer-songwriter 
and world-class guitarist, Richard Thompson, 
founder of the British folk-rock group Fairpoint 
Convention, beloved performer with his then-
wife Linda in the 70s, and prolific recording artist 
and soundtrack composure in the ensuing  
decades. Registration required. You will receive 
a zoom link before the event. Hosted by  
Paul Howe. 

The Grotesque 10: Amazing Architectural Sculpture 
Sunday, May 16  2PM 
Armed with only a camera, a sense of humor and a host of frequent flyer miles, 
Mathew Duman, a photographer and writer, traveled to 10 universities around 
the country to photograph the unique grotesques and gargoyles  
roosting on their buildings. Join Mathew for a Zoom talk about his findings and 
the style of architecture known as Collegiate Gothic. Registration required.  
You'll receive a link the day before the event. 
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All-Ages Outdoor Storytime 
Monday, May  3, 10, 17, 24    
1:30AM 
WEATHER PERMITTING. AN EMAIL WILL BE 
SENT OUT ONE DAY PRIOR TO THE EVENT 
IF THE WEATHER LOOKS UNSUITABLE FOR 
AN OUTDOOR PROGRAM. Join us for stories, 
songs, rhymes, and a take-home craft as we 
explore a new theme every week! Outdoors and 
socially distant, this storytime helps kids build 
early literacy skills and a love of reading!  
Registration required. 
 

Children’s Yoga 
Thursday May 6, 13, 20, 27 
3:30PM 
Join an experienced instructor 
for a class of yoga and  
relaxation exercises adapted for children and 
teens. All age groups are  
welcome, and caregivers/parents are  
encouraged to take part. No prior experience 
required. Registration required. You will 
receive a Zoom link to the meeting a day  
prior to the event. 
 
 

 

Kid’s Karate 
Wednesday, May 5, 12, 19, 26  3:30PM 
Saturday, May 1, 8, 15, 22  12PM 
Harman Ransi, black belt in Goju-style karate, 
teaches an all-levels martial arts class for kids. 
No prior experience required. This program will 
be conducted on Zoom. Registration required. 
You will receive a link to the meeting a day prior 
to the event. 
 
Kids Move and Groove 
Tuesday, May 4, 11, 18, 25    
10:30AM & 1:30PM 
WEATHER PERMITTING. AN EMAIL WILL BE 
SENT OUT ONE DAY PRIOR TO THE EVENT 
IF THE WEATHER LOOKS UNSUITABLE FOR 
AN OUTDOOR PROGRAM. Does your little 
one love to dance, sing, and get active? Join  
us for a program where we celebrate music 
through rhymes, songs, and dance-alongs!  
This program will take place on the library's 
lawn with spaces marked to assist with social 
distancing. Designed for kids 2-5 years old,  
this program will give kids a chance to learn 
new dance moves and get active!  

Facebook Storytime 
Wednesday, May 5, 12, 19, 26   10:30AM 
With this program, we bring the storytime to you! Join us for a reading of stories, 
rhymes, and the opportunity to practice ABC's. Keep children's minds active while at 
home by tuning in! No registration required. 

TWEENS 

First Chapter Friday  
First Chapter Friday 
Friday, May 7  All day  
Looking for something new to read 
but can't decide where to start? 
Join us for First Chapter Friday 
where you will hear the first chapter 
of a carefully selected book that is 

sure to draw you in and leave you wanting more. 
This month we are featuring Theodosia and the 
Serpents of Chaos by R. L. LaFevers. This is the 
first in a 4 book series where we are introduced 
to Theodosia Throckmorton, a young girl who 
lives at a museum and can detect black magic 
on artifacts. She has unwavering bravery and 
uncanny investigative skills. Follow her on her 
adventure to unlock secrets and make amazing  
discoveries. Theodosia and the Serpents of  
Chaos is available in book format and  
electronically through Hoopla.  

Virtual Tween  
Movie Matinee:  
Hugo 
Saturday, May 8    
2PM  
Please join us in our Movie 
Night Discord Server for  
Hugo, directed by Martin 
Scorsese. Hugo tells the tale 
of an orphan boy living a  
secret life in the walls of a Paris train station. 
When Hugo encounters a broken machine, an 
eccentric girl, and the cold, reserved man who 
runs the toy shop, he is caught up in a magical, 
mysterious adventure that could put all of his  
secrets in jeopardy. Rated PG. 
https://discord.gg/fwpMXvXmQH 



TEENS 
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Teen Advisory Board  
(TAB) 
Thursday, May 13    
7PM  
CALLING ALL TEENS!!!  
Would you like to earn  
volunteer hours by helping  
to create programming for  

your age group in the library? Grab your  
friends and join us virtually in Discord to  
brainstorm the types of things you would  
like to learn about or experience, programs  
you would like to attend, etc. The link to  
the TAB Discord server is available through  
our online events calendar. Registration  
is required so we can keep track of 
those volunteer hours for you.  
 
 
 
 

 

Among Us 
Virtual Game Night 
Thursday, May 20   7PM 
Saturday, May 22    2PM 
Time to root out the imposters Among Us! We 
will meet in Discord to chat during the game. 
Open to all tweens, teens and adults. If we end 
up with more than 10 players, we can split into 
different games so everyone can play, we can 
always share the necessary codes. Please join 
our Game Night Discord server.  
https://discord.gg/Fm9q8btGHV 

Teen Virtual Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Teen Quick Deploy Paracord Bracelets 
Saturday, May 15   3PM 
Friday, May 21   8PM 
Please join me in the Virtual Volunteer Discord server to  
create Quick Deploy Paracord Bracelets for our active military 
personnel overseas. We have partnered with Operation  
Yellow Ribbon to send these utility bracelets overseas via 
care packages. You will need to come in and pick up supplies, 
written instructions and a template from the information desk. 
You can start picking up supplies on Saturday May 8th. You 
can take up to 5 kits. Registration is required. Please register 
with your own name and a viable email address so we are 
able to keep track of your volunteer hours. Active  
participation during the virtual session is required to 
qualify for volunteer hours. 

 

Teen Newspaper 
Friday, May 7   8PM 
Friday, May 14   8PM 
Join in the production of a teen newspaper created by and made for 
teens only. We will meet in the Teen Newspaper Discord server. 
Please come ready to interact, brainstorm ideas, work together in a 
group, and problem solve. Librarian will be there as facilitator only. 
The program Canva will be used for ease of working in a large group 
on the same layout board. Registration is required. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

The Godfather  
Legacy 
Friday, May 7   
7PM 
Celebrate the 50th anniversary of the release 
of “The Godfather” with this salute to the 
gangster masterpiece and its sequels. Why 
has the 1972 film such a beloved classic? 
Who else was in the running for the lead 
roles? How did the 33-year old Francis Ford 
Coppola pull off the trouble-plagued  
production? Bring yourself—and take the  
cannoli! Suggested Viewing: George Lucas, 
Dementia 13, The Cotton Club: Encore,  
Discovering Marlon Brando. 
Registration required.  
 
 

“Did I Miss Something?” Movies 
You Just Didn’t Get 
Friday, May 14   
7PM 
Are there movies people absolutely love, call 
masterpieces, or watch over and over that you 
can’t stand or don’t get? Inquiring minds want 
to know the films on your ditch. Sure to be a 
fun-filled program that may prompt 
head-scratching and spirited debate.  
Suggested Viewing: ???  
 

The Pulpy World of  
Quentin Tarantino Flicks 
Monday, May 24   
7PM 
Examine the wild cinematic world of the  
former video store clerk who burst onto the 
Hollywood scene with 1992’s profane crime 
saga Reservoir Dogs and has been dividing 
audiences ever since. Take your pick of what 
films you love or loathe. What do you think 
about Pulp Fiction, Jackie Brown, The Hateful 
Eight, Once Upon a Time in…Hollywood, or 
his other efforts? So grab a Royale with 
Cheese and let us know.  

Movie Club Events 

Foreign Film Presenter and writer, Irv Slifkin, hosts fun discussions for experts and beginners. Some 
example films are available on Kanopy and Hoopla, but the conversation may include other films as 
well. Registration is required for each event, and the discussions will be conducted on Zoom. You 
will receive a link to the meeting a day prior to the event. 
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Friends Corner 
 
We appreciate all your book donations over the years!  
 
Unfortunately we are unable to take any book donations at this time. We will let 
you know when donating books to the Friends can resume. In the meantime, 
Goodwill is accepting book donations as well as the Urban Promise Thrift Store on  
the corner of Main St. and Forklanding Rd. in Maple Shade. As always, thank you 
for thinking of us! 

ADULTS 


